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2. Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Claims 1-14 (cancelled) 

15. (Currently amended) A method of screening a test compound to identify its 
ability to aff e ct the interaction of TACI with TACI L. the m e thod comprising the steps 
of: 

a. forming a composition comprising 

(i) a TACI first isolated protein, w heroin said TACI prot e in comprises 
comprising a polypeptide selected from the group consisting of: 

(a) the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:2; 

(b) a polypeptide comprising amino acids 2-166 of SEP ID 
NO:2: 

(cb) afragmente of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:2; or 

(de) a polypeptide encoded by a nucleic acid sequence that is at 

least 907£% identical to SEQ ID NO: 1 ; 
wherein said polypeptid e s and fragments of (0 (a), (b) (c) and said 
polypeptides of f i) (de) bind TACI L SEP ID NO:4 ; 

(ii) a TACI L second isolated protein, wherein said TACI L protein 
compris e s comprising a polypeptide selected from the group consisting of: 

(a) the polypeptide of SEQ ID NP:4; 

(b) a polypeptide comprising amino acids 123-285 of SEP ID 
NO:4; 

(c) a polypeptide comprising amino acids 73-285 of SEP ID 
NP:4; 

(db) ajragments of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NP:4; or 
(ee) a polypeptide encoded by a nucleic acid sequence that is at 
least 90^% identical to SEQ ID NP:3; 
wherein said polypeptides and fragments of (ii) (d) and said polypeptides of 

(ii) (e) (a), (b) and (c) bind TAC I SEP ID NO: 2 ; and 

(iii) athe test compound; and 
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b. assaying for the level of interaction of the TACI protein of (0 and the 
TACI L protein of (ii) : 
such that if the level obtained in step (b) differs from that obtained in the absence of the 
test compound, a test compound that affects the interaction of the TACI protein of (i) and 
the TACI L protein of (ii) is identified. 

16. (Currently amended) The method of claim 15 wherein at least one of the TACI 
protein s of (i) and the TACI L protein s of (ii) is labeled with a detectable moiety. 

17. (Currently amended) The method of claim 15 wherein both the TACI proteins of 
(0 and (iO and the TACI L protein are soluble. 

18. (Currently amended) The method of claim 17 wherein both the soluble TACI 
protein of (0 and the soluble TACI L protein of (ii) are labeled with a detectable moiety. 

19. (Previously presented) The method of claim 15 wherein the test compound is an 
antibody. 

20. (Previously presented) The method of claim 19 wherein the antibody is a 
humanized antibody. 

21. (Currently amended) The method of claim 15 wherein the composition is formed 
by adding the test compound to u composition comprising th e TACI t he p rotein of (i) and. 
the TACI L protein of (ii) . 

22. (Currently amended) The method of claim 15 wherein step (b) comprises 
determining a dissociation constant of the interaction of the protein of (i) TACI with the 
protein of (ii)T A€H=. 

23. (Currently amended) The method of claim 15 wherein step (b) comprises 
assessing activation of the protein of (i)T AGl in a cell. 

24. (Currently amended) The method of claim 23 wherein assessing activation of the 
protein of (i)T AGt in a cell is measured by calcium influx. 
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25. (Currently amended) The method of claim 15 wherein the protein of (ii) T ACI L 
is a polypeptide comprising amino acids 123-285 of SEP ID NO:4 or a polypeptide 
comprising amino acids 73-285 of SEP ID NO:4, is solubl e extracellular TACI L. 

26. (Currently amended) The method of claim 25 wherein the polypeptide 
comprising amino acids 123-285 of SEP ID NP:4 or the polypeptide comprising amino 
acids 73-285 of SEP ID NP:4 solublc extracellular TACI L further c omprises a leucine 
zipper domain. 

27. (Currently amended) The method of claim 15 wherein the TACI protein of (i) is a 
polypeptide comprising amino acids 2-166 of SEP ID NP:2. is soluble extracellular 
TACI. 

28. (Currently amended) The method of claim 27 wherein the polypeptide 
comprising amino acids 2-166 of SEP ID NP:2 the soluble extracellular further 
comprises a Fc domain. T ACI is TACI Fc. 

29. (Currently amended) A method of screening a test compound to identify its 
ability to affect the interaction of TACI with TACI L, the method comprising the steps 
of: 

a. forming a composition comprising 

(i) Q Tx\Cl an isolated p rotein , wherein said TACI protein comprises a 
polypeptid e selected from the group consisting of: 

(a) the polypeptide of SEQ ID NP:2; and 

(b) a polypeptide comprising amino acids 2-166 of SEP ID 
NP:2; and 

(cb) ajragments of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NP:2; wherein 
said fragments bind s SEP ID NP:4T A€t-fe; 

(ii) the polypeptide of SEQ ID NP:4; and 

(iii) a_the test compound; and 

b. assaying for the level of interaction of the TACI protein protein if (i) and 
the protein of (ii) the TACI L protein ; 
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such that if the level obtained in step (b) differs from that obtained in the absence o f the 
test compound, a test c ompound that affects the interaction of the protein of (i) and the 
protein of (ii) T ACI prot e in and the TACI L prot e in is identified. 

30. (Currently amended) A method of screening a test compound to identify its 
ability to affect the interaction of TACI with TACI L, the method comprising the steps 
of: 

a. forming a composition comprising 

(i) the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:2; 

(ii) TACI L an isolated protein , wherein said TACI L protein comprises a 
polypeptide selected from the group consisting of: 

(a) the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:4; *md 

(b) a polypeptide comprising amino acids 123-285 of SEQ ID 

NO:4; 

(c) a polypeptide comprising amino acids 73-285 of SEQ ID 

NO:4: and 

(db) a_fragments of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:4; wherein 
said fragments binds TACI L SEQ ID NO:2 ; and 

(iii) the_a test compound; and 

b. assaying for the level of interaction of the protein of (i) T ACI protein and 
the TACI L prot e in protein of (ii) ; 

such that if the level obtained in step (b) differs from that obtained in the absence of the 
test compound, a test c ompound that affects the interaction of the protein of (0 TACI 
protein and the protein of (ii) T ACI L protein is identified. 

31. (Currently amended) A method of screening a test compound to id e ntify its 
ability to affect th e interaction of TACI with TACI L, th e m e thod comprising the steps 
of: 

a. forming a composition comprising 

(i) a fragments of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO: 2, wherein said 
fragments binds TACI L the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:4 ; 

(ii) a fragments of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:4, wherein said 
fragments binds^TAG I the polypeptide of SEP ID NO:2 : and 

(iii) the_a test compound; and 
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b. assaying for the level of interaction of the TACI protein the fragment of 
(i) and the TACI L protein the fragment of (ii) ; 
such that if the level obtained in step (b) differs from that obtained in the absence of the 
test compound, a test compound that affects the interaction of the fragment of (i) t he 
TACI protein and the fragment of (ii) the TACI L protein is identified. 

32. (Currently amended) A method of screening a test compound to identify its 
ability to affect the interaction of TACI with TACI L, the m e thod comprising the steps 
of: 

a. forming a composition comprising 

(i) the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:2; 

(ii) the polypeptide of SEQ LD NO:4; and 

(iii) a_tke test compound; and 

b. assaying for the level of interaction of the polypeptide of (0 T ACI protein 
and the polypeptide of (ii) T ACI L protein ; 

such that if the level obtained in step (b) differs from that obtained in the absence of the 
test compound, a test c ompound that affects the interaction of the protein of (i) ^ AGl 
protein and the protein of (ii) TACI L protein is identified. 

33. (Currently amended) The method of claim 31, wherein the fragment of the 
polypeptide of SEQ ID NO: 2 comprises i s amino acids 24-166 of SEQ ID NO:2. 

34. (Currently amended) The method of claim 31, wherein the fragment of the 
polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:4 comprises i s- amino acids 73-285 of SEQ ID NO:4. 

35. (New) The method of claim 25, wherein the polypeptide comprising amino acids 
123-285 of SEQ ID NO:4 or the polypeptide comprising amino acids 73-285 of SEQ ID 
NO: 4 further comprises a Fc domain. 

36. (New) The method of claim 31, wherein the fragment of the polypeptide of SEQ 
ID NO:4 comprises amino acids 123-285 of SEQ ID NO:4. 

37. (New) The method of claim 19, wherein the antibody is human. 
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38. (New) The method of claim 19, wherein the antibody comprises a Fab fragment. 

39. (New) The method of claim 19, wherein the antibody comprises a F(ab')2 
fragment. 
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